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INSTRUCTIONS APPLY ‘

TOPSEGRET SENSITIVE 8312007 NOV_72 VIA CAS CHANNELS (BUNKER)
FROM: AMBASSADOR BUNKER . SAIGON @247  IMMEDIATE
T0:  THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER

‘REFS: A) WHS '23893° B) WHS 23183 C) STATE 155904

1. I TOOK UP WITH THIEU TODAY SUBSTANCE OF REFS B AND C. T HAVE

_ REPORTED CONCERNING TRAN VAN LAM'S STATEMENTS (REF C) IN MY
MESSAGE TO THE’DEPARTMENT (SATGON 15724) AND WILL NOT REPEAT

HERE. o \ ;
2, "I SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS ASTONISHE" AND FOUND IT IN=-
COMPREHENSIBLE THAT WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AFTER HAVING

RECEIVED HIS LETTER AND GIVING HIS VIEWS CONCERNING THE NATURE

OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT AND POINTING OUT THAT HE CONSIDERED THE
COMMENTS OF FOREIGN MINISTER LAM THAT THE U.S. IS REGOTIATING
A SURRENDER TO RE. AS DAMAGING AS THEY ARE UNFATR THAT THIEU

" SHOULD HAVE REFERRED TO THE AGREEMENT AS A SURRENDER DOCUMENT.

T HAD BEEN ASKED TO BRING THIS TO THIEU'S ATTENTION BECAUSE OF

THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THESE STATEMENTS ARE VIEWED IN THE

" UNITED STATES AND BY MY GOVERNMENT, ESPECIALLY AT THIS SENSITIVE
TIME. 1T IS OUR VIEW THAT WHATEVER DOMESTIC GAIN HE MAY BELIEVE

SUCH STATEMENTS ACHIEVE HERE IS MORE THAN OFFSET BY THE SHARP
1L0SS OF THE CONFIDENCE AND SUPPORT WHICH HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT
SUFFER IN THE UNITED STATES, WE FEAR THAT THIS PROCESS IS NEARING
THE POINT OF NO RETURN. 1IN THAT CASE, THERE IS CERTAINLY NO FUTURE
FOR THE GUN OR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. I REPEATED, AS I

HAD IN REFERRING TO,TRAN VAN LAM'S STATEMENTS, THAT IT 1S
IMPERATIVE TO-PUT A MORATORIUM ON STATEMENTS OF THIS KIND.

AS MENTIONED IN SAIGON 15724 I AM HOPEFUL THAT THIEU WILL REACT
AGCORDINGLY. . = oo s S
3. 1 REPORTED THAT WE HAD NOT YET HEARD FROM HANOI ON THE NEXT
MEETING. HOWEVER, THE BROADCAST FROM HANOI TWO DAYS AGO

' SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THEY WILL ULTIMATELY AGREE TO ANOTHER

ROUND OF MEETINGS, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT. THINK IT PROBABLE THAT
THIS WILL TAKE PLACE UNTIL THE END OF NEXT WEEK, PROBABLY
NOVEMBER 9. ' I REPEATED THAT WE wOULD WELCOME MR. NHA'S

 PRESENCE AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING SO THAT HE COULD. REPORT
. ON DEVELOPMENTS AT THE END OF EACH SESSION. WHILE THIEU DID.

NOT GIVE ME A DEFINITE REPLY, HE INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY
TAXE UP OUR SUGGESTION. ‘ ‘ o

4, .1 INFORMED THIEU OF THE MATTERS THAT WE WILL TAKE UP AND
ASK FOR AT THE NEXT ROUND OF MEETINGS ¢ AS OUTLINED PARA 2, REF
B) . ’ . ’

5. 1 IMPRESSED ON HIM AGAIN'THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DROP ATTACKS .

.
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7. WARM REGARDS. -

| 'mP SEBBET SENS"WE; EX@gmaﬁga%&z &Vﬁig

AGAINST THE UNITED STATES AND AGAINST YOU; THAT HE DOES NOT NEED
THESE FOR HIS DOMESTIC SITUATION AND THEY CAN DO HIM ONLY
IRREPARABLE HARM IN.THE UNITED STATES, I SHALL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW
GUIDELINES STATED PARA 4, REF B, ‘ ' : ‘
6. THIS AFTERNOON NHA DELIVERED TO ME MEMORANDUM ON CHANGES -

GVN PROPOSES IN DRAFT AGREEMENT, WHICH IS BEING FORWARDED
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MESSAGE. . - ' ‘
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